Improving Health & Housing in Ottawa:

An Update on Rooming Houses in West-Central Ottawa

Safe and affordable housing is a basic determinant of health - everyone deserves it. In Ottawa,
rooming houses are an important affordable housing option. Research shows, however, that
rooming houses in Ottawa often fail to meet minimum standards for safety, affordability and
maintenance. Tenants report experiencing rodent and pest infestations, mould, exposed pipes and
electrical, and no heating for long periods in the winter. These findings highlight the critical need
for improvement in rooming house living conditions.
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* Based on City data, rooming houses in West-Central Ottawa have a range of 4-55 rooms in a single rooming house.

At SWCHC & CCHC, we believe that safe, secure, and affordable housing is essential for the health and well-being of all
Ottawa residents. We will continue to advocate for improved conditions in rooming houses as part of a safe and healthy
community where everyone matters. We thank Carleton’s Master of Social Work students for their contribution.
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By-law & Regulatory Services is currently undergoing a
review of the Licensing By-law, specifically relating to
rooming houses and private home conversions. A report with
recommendations will be presented to the Community and
Protective Services Committee and Council in early 2018.

The Facts on Rooming Houses, November 2016. http://swchc.on.ca/sites/default/files/RH-EN.pdf &
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